
SPOUSAL LIFETIME ACCESS TRUST (SLAT)

Roadmap to Successful 
Implementation
Want to leave more for your kids and less to the government? Gift and estate tax exemptions are the 
highest they’ve ever been and are set to change at the end of 2025. Give more to your heirs with 
spousal lifetime access trusts (SLATs), one of the most popular vehicles to “lock in” exemptions.

A SLAT is an irrevocable trust for the benefit of the trust 
settlor’s spouse (or future spouse) and is typically 
designed for married couples who want to minimize a 
future estate tax burden while maintaining flexibility 
regarding their assets. Consider the checklist below for 
establishing a SLAT, from financial planning to the filing of 
necessary tax returns.

1.	 Review Financial Plan
Discuss the family’s long-term financial plan to 
determine the appropriate amount of the irrevocable 
gift to the SLAT. 

2.	 Draft the Trust Agreement(s) for the SLAT
Identify the state law best suited for governing law 
and administration, as well as define terms for the 
distribution and use of assets for beneficiaries.

3.	 Identify Assets for SLAT Funding
Assets transferred to the SLAT, and all future growth, are 
outside of the taxable estate, so the trust assets will not 
be subject to estate tax on the death of the trust settlor.

4.	 Fund the SLAT
Transfer assets to the SLAT and if applicable, open 
accounts in the name of the SLAT to hold trust assets. 

5.	 File a Gift Tax Return (IRS Form 709)
If a gift-tax return should be filed for the year the  
trust is funded, careful consideration and allocation  
of generation-skipping tax lifetime exemption  
is recommended.

https://www.mariner.com/?utm_source=collateral&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=insights
https://www.mariner.com/?utm_source=collateral&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=insights


Access a Wealth of Knowledge and Solutions
At Mariner, we believe the right support makes all the 
difference. That’s why our advisors have access to an 
in-house team of estate planning professionals, including 
wealth strategists. Working together, we can find 
sophisticated solutions to your complex wealth challenges. 
Contact us today to get started. 

For more information visit: mariner.com
This material is provided for informational and educational purposes only. It does not consider any individual or personal financial, legal, or tax 
circumstances. As such, the information contained herein is not intended and should not be construed as individualized advice or recommendation of any 
kind. The use of trusts involves complex laws, tax rules, and regulations and individuals should consult with their legal and tax advisors or other qualified 
professionals regarding their personal circumstances and needs before making any legal, tax or financial related decisions. The information provided herein 
is not legal, tax or financial advice. Mariner does not provide legal advice.
Any opinions expressed herein are subject to change without notice. The information is deemed reliable, but we do not guarantee accuracy, timeliness, or 
completeness. It is provided “as is” without any express or implied warranties.
There is no assurance that any investment, plan, or strategy will be successful. Investing involves risk, including the possible loss of principal. Past 
performance does not guarantee future results, and nothing herein should be interpreted as an indication of future performance.
Mariner is the marketing name for the financial services businesses of Mariner Wealth Advisors, LLC and its subsidiaries. Investment advisory services are 
provided through the brands Mariner Wealth, Mariner Independent, Mariner Institutional, Mariner Ultra, and Mariner Workplace, each of which is a business 
name of the registered investment advisory entities of Mariner. For additional information about each of the registered investment advisory entities of 
Mariner, including fees and services, please contact Mariner or refer to each entity’s Form ADV Part 2A, which is available on the Investment Adviser Public 
Disclosure website (www.adviserinfo.sec.gov). Registration of an investment adviser does not imply a certain level of skill or training.
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